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defied the metropolitan power. The quarrel becomes
more fierce and obstinate. Council after council meet,
at Pistes (866), at Gondeville (868), at Attigny; they
meet in vain. Hincmar of Eheims labours in prolix
writings to assert the plenitude of metropolitan autho-
rity ; he has found out that the new Decretals are not
so absolutely above doubt, yet he dares not boldly to
deny their authenticity. Hincmar of Laon asserts the
unqualified supremacy of the Pope. Hincmar of Eheims
asserts that the statutes of councils are of higher au-
thority than the decrees of Popes; the Pope's Decretals
owe their power to the authority of councils. Hincmar
of Laon displays firmness worthy of a better cause; the
bishops declare against him, and pronounce the interdict
unlawful; the king accuses him of a breach of his oath
of allegiance. He appeals to Eome; he exhibits letters
interference of Pope Hadrian, summoning him to Eome.
Hadrian. Already the Pope had entered into the con-
March 25,8^1. tes^.. ne had commanded the excommunication,
without hearing or inquiry, of Nortman, the claimant
and possessor of the disputed fief; he had reproved
both the king and the archbishop for daring to forbid
the Bishop of Laon to leave the realm and go to Eome.
Hincmar of Laon fled to his city of Laon.

Hincmar of Eheims now, in the name of the king,,
addressed an expostulation to Pope Hadrian; it was
strong at once, and not undignified: " You have com-
pelled me by your indecent letters, alike disparaging to
the royal authority and unbecoming Apostolic mode-
ration, and filled with outrage and insult, to reply in no
very friendly tone. It is time that you should know
that, although subject to human passions, I am a man,
framed in the image of God, holding through the grace
of God the royal dignity by descent from my ancestors;